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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Louth  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1948  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  in  the  District, 
prepared  in  accordance  with  the  prescribed  statutory  re¬ 
quirements. 

The  birth  rate  for  1947  was  a  record  for  the  District  and 
this  year  it  was  higher  by  1.1  Unfortunately,  the  Still  birthrate, 
the  General  death  and  the  death  rate  for  Infants  under  one  year 
all  showed  increases  compared  with  the  previous  year  as  well  as 
with  the  corresponding  National  rates.  No  general  explana¬ 
tion  can  be  given  regarding  the  decline  in  the  figures  which 
are  influenced  entirely  by  the  individual  circumstance. 

Reference  to  the  infectious  disease  table  will  show  an  un¬ 
usually  high  number  of  cases,  which  were  spread  almost  uniformly 
over  the  twelve  months.  The  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  Malaria 
and  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  Displaced  Persons’  Camps,  and  the 
first  mentioned  disease  occasioned  considerable  anxiety  at  the  time. 

The  primary  immunisations  against  diphtheria  showed  an 
improvement  on  last  year’s  numbers,  as  also  did  the  number  of 
Booster  treatments.  No  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  during 
the  year 

Under  the  Section  dealing  with  sanitary  matters  it  is  pleasing 
to  note  the  completion  of  water  main  laying  in  two  parishes. 
The  results  of  the  reports  of  samples  from  wells  and  private  bores 
justified  the  Council’s  urgency  in  endeavouring  to  proceed  with 
all  permissible  extensions  from  existing  supplies. 

The  expansion  of  the  refuse  collection  system  gave  evidence  of 
the  vitality  of  this  youthful  service. 

The  building  programme  for  the  year  was  a  marked  improve¬ 
ment  on  previous  years.  If  one  accepts  the  provisional  housing 
survey  figures  as  a  basis  for  building  needs  in  a  seemingly  expanding 
population,  we  remain  a  far  way  short  of  the  required  target. 

The  completion  of  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  might  be  said  to  have  told  us  much  but  profited 
us  little.  We  were  supplied  with  more  authorative  details  on 
matters  which  we  had  previously  only  the  vaguest  information, 
and  such  a  background  is  necessary  before  providing  the  solution 
of  problems.  The  immediate  practical  issue  resulted  in  arranging 
for  a  campaign  of  repair  work.  From  an  entirely  different  angle, 
the  completion  of  the  Survey  was  welcomed  because  it  released  a 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  routine  duties  which  had  of  necessity 
not  been  given  their  full  measure  of  attention.  Proper  super¬ 
vision  of  services  is  an  accepted  obligation  but  urgent  attention 
to  the  day-to-day  complaint  is  no  less  a  liability  which  has 
to  be  met. 


The  Council’s  decision  towards  the  end  of  the  year  to 
transfer  the  supervision  of  the  milk  and  dairies  work  to  the 
sanitary  department  was  an  overdue  step  in  the  right  direction. 
The  extent  of  the  work  was  an  utter  impossibility  for  a  part  time 
officer,  no  matter  how  much  time  he  tried  to  give  it.  Even  if  it 
proves  to  be  a  hail  and  farewell  gesture  before  the  responsibility 
for  such  supervision  passes  into  other  hands,  it  showed  all  the 
more  the  earnestness  of  the  Council’s  intentions. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  record  my  grateful  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the 
valued  help  and  encouragement  which  at  all  times  were  accorded 
me.  I  am  also  indebted  to  my  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for 
supplying  part  of  the  information  on  which  this  report  is  based. 

I  remain, 

Yours  faithfully 

W.  J.  KERRIGAN, 

Louth  :  July  1949.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


LOUTH  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Conditions  for  the  Year  1948. 

Public  Health  Officers  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

W.  J.  KERRIGAN,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  L.M.,  D.P.H. 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Building  Surveyor : 

S.  SHONE,  A.R.  San.  I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Assistant  Building  Surveyor  : 

J.  P.  SMITH,  A.R.  San.  I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  engaged  mainly  full  time  on 

Rural  Housing  Survey  : 

P.  CHILDS,  A.R  ,  San.  I. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Inspector  (Part  Time). 

A.  H.  ADAMS,  M.R.C.V.S. 

SECTION  A. 

Social  Conditions  and  General  Statistics. 


Area  of  Rural  District  in  acres  ...  ..  153,129 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Resident  Population  17,000 

Density  of  Population  per  acre  ...  ...  0.1 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  5,155 

Rateable  Value  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  £33,556 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £200 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


(Note — Figures 

in  brackets  show  corresponding 

England  and  Wales) 

Births 

(a) 

Live  : 

Total 

Male 

Legitimate 

340 

171 

Illegitimate 

21 

13 

361 

184 

(b) 

Still 

Legitimate 

10 

6 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

11 

6 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  births 

Deaths  Total  Male 

233  109 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Headings  29  and 
30  of  the  Registrar  General’s  Short  List 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

Total  Male 

Legitimate  14  7 

Illegitimate  1  — 


15  7 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  Year  : 

(a)  All  Infants  Per  1,000  Live  Births 

(b)  Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births 

(c)  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births 

Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  under  one  Year  : 


Premature  Birth  ...  5 

Congenital  Causes  ...  6 

Broncho-pneumonia  ...  2 

Gastro-enteritia  ...  1 

Accident  ...  1 


rates  for 


Female 

169 

8 

177 

4 
1 

5 


21.2  (17.9) 
0  65  (0.42) 

29.6 

Female 

124 

13.7  (10.8) 

1  case 


Female 

7 

1 

8 


42  (34) 

41 

48 


15 


Ages  at  Death, 


Age  in 
Years 

0/1 

1/5 

5/15 

15/25 

25/35 

35/45 

45/55 

55/65 

65/75 

75  + 

Total 

Deaths 

17 

5 

1 

6 

5 

1 

9 

26 

58 

105 

233 

Cancer  Deaths. 


Years 

Under  40 

40/45 

45/50 

50/55 

55/60 

60/65 

65/70 

70/75 

75  x 

Total 

Case- 

rate 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

5 

9 

7 

17 

44 

Causes  of  Death.  1948 

Males  Females 


1. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

3 

2. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

o 

o. 

Influenza 

— 

— 

4. 

Measles 

— 

— 

5. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 
(male)  and  uterus  female) 

4 

2 

6. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

4 

7 

7. 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

3 

8. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

16 

10 

9. 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

10. 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions 

5 

20 

11. 

Heart  diseases 

28 

32 

12. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

5 

6 

13. 

Bronchitis 

2 

8 

14. 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

15. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  andDuodenum 

1 

— 

16. 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

9 

AJ 

— 

17. 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

18. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

5 

4 

19. 

Nephritis 

2 

1 

20. 

Premature  Birth 

1 

4 

21. 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury, 
infantile  diseases 

3 

3 

22. 

Suicide 

2 

— 

23. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

— 

24. 

Other  violent  causes 

6 

1 

25. 

All  other  causes 

14 

14 

109 


Totals 


124 


SECTION  B. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  of 

the  Area. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  facilities  similar  to  other  years  continued  with  the  same 
satisfactory  results.  All  bacteriological  type  of  examination  was 
done  without  charge  to  the  Council  and  the  limited  number  of 
chemical  analyses  was  performed  by  a  Public  Analyst  at  a  charge 
per  sample. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  services  available  in  previous  years  were  superseded  by 
the  County  Council  administrative  provisions  when  the  N.H.S. 
Act  became  operative.  These  provisions  affecting  the  Rural 
District  comprised  the  establishment  of  Main  ambulance  stations 
at  Louth  and  Cleethorpes  and  Sub-stations  at  Market  Rasen 
and  Mablethorpe.  The  vehicle  provision  at  each  of  the  Main 
stations  was  4  general  ambulances,  1  infectious  disease  ambulance 
and  1  sitting  case  car,  and  at  the  Sub-stations,  1  generl 
ambulance  only.  Whole  and  part  time  personnel  were  available 
at  each  station  to  provide  a  complete  day  and  night  service  in 
conjunction  with  the  operation  of  the  Fire  Service. 


Nursing  in  the  Home. 

On  the  operative  date  of  the  N.H.S.  Act,  the  County 
Council’s  administrative  scheme  for  supplying  one  or  more  nurse- 
midwife  for  domociliary  duties  in  each  of  the  10  districts  affect¬ 
ing  our  area  came  into  being. 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

No  new  centres  were  opened  during  the  year. 


Hospitals. 

No  change  except  that  the  Council  ceased  to  have  any 
financial  liability  for  maintaining  patients  in  Infectious  Disease 
Hospitals  after  “  the  appointed  date.” 


SECTION  C. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  in  the  Area* 


Water  Supply. 

The  number  and  type  of  samples  taken  are  given  below  with 
the  results  based  on  bacteriological  examination. 


Source 

No.  of 
Samples 

Satisfactory 

Doubtful 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Public  Supplies-— 

(a)  Binbrook 

12 

12 

— 

— 

(b)  Grimoldby- Manby 

12 

11 

— 

1 

(c)  Holton-le-Clay 

2 

2 

— 

— 

(d)  Beesby 

1 

1 

— 

— 

(e)  Donington-on- 

Bain 

10 

8 

2 

(f)  Stewton 

1 

1 

-  -  , 

Council  Housing  Estates 

6 

6 

_____ 

_ 

C  A.E.C.  Bores 

Private  Supplies — 

8 

8 

— 

— 

Bores 

22 

16 

3 

3 

Wells 

29 

5 

6 

18 

Totals 

103 

70 

11 

22 

The  importance  of  the  single  unsatisfactory  sample  from  the 
public  supply  can  be  discounted  as  the  follow  up  examination 
proved.  Chemical  analysis — two  from  the  Grimoldby  supply 
and  one  from  Binbrook — confirmed  the  purity  of  the  two  main 
public  supplies.  The  result  of  the  samples  from  wells  supplied 
evidence,  if  such  were  needed,  of  the  danger  of  this  source  of 
supply.  Eleven  of  the  samples  showed  faecal  pollution,  varying 
from  medium  to  gross  contamination,  in  supplies  that  in  some  of 
the  cases  had  been  always  regarded  as  pure. 

The  completion  of  the  work  at  Holton-le-Clay  and  Ludford 
during  the  year  increased  the  number  of  houses  on  the  direct-to- 
house  public  supply  by  215  to  bring  the  total  to  522.  This  does 
not  include  the  temporary  stand  pipe  service  at  Donington-on- 
Bain  where  water  rate  charges  base  the  known  consumers  at  26. 
The  public  supply  is  now  available  for  whole  or  part  of  8  out  of 
the  79  parishes  in  the  District. 

During  the  year  a  Public  Inquiry  was  held  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  into  the  Council’s  Area  Scheme,  following  which, 
approval  in  principle  was  given. 


The  Council  ever  mindful  of  the  urgency  of  water  needs  in 
the  District  pursued  the  policy  of  endeavouring  to  extend  exist¬ 
ing  resources,  where  possible,  while  keeping  within  the  framework 
of  the  Area  Scheme.  In  this  way  consideration  was  given  to  the 
advance  of  other  permissible  extension  supplies  in  the  District. 


Drainage  and  Sewage. 

Closets. 

Number  of  houses  with  privy  vaults  in  district  ...  905 

Number  of  houses  with  pail  closets  in  district  ...  2,879 

Number  of  pail  closets  substituted  for  privy  vaults  Nil 

Number  of  pail  closets  repaired  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  water  closets  substituted  for  dry  receptacles  15 

Number  of  ho  :ses  with  water-closets  in  district  1,524 

Number  of  water  closets  (repaired)  ...  ...  31 

Drains. 

Drains  examined,  tested,  exposed,  etc.  ...  6  8 

Drains  unstopped,  repaired,  trapped,  etc.  ...  37 

Waste  pipes,  rain  water  pipes  disconnected, 
repaired,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

New  soil  pipes  or  ventilating  shafts  fixed  ...  Nil 

Existing  soil  pipes  or  ventilating  shafts  repaired  ...  Nil 

Drains  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  10 

Sewers. 

New  lengths  of  sewer  laid  ...  ...  Nil 


This  is  the  first  time  information  was  available  regarding 
details  of  the  domestic  sanitary  picture,  now  gleaned  from  the 
Housing  Survey.  It  is  not  a  pretty  pieture  but  I  must  confess 
surprise  that  even  so  many  as  29%  of  the  houses  have  water 
closets.  One  looks  forward  to  the  time  when  the  statement  about 
the  laying  of  new  lengths  of  sewer  will  be  very  different  to  that 
given  above. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

The  two  works  for  which  the  Council  is  responsible  ware 
reported  as  giving  satisfaction.  The  analyses  of  the  effluents 
showed  that  they  conformed  to  the  accepted  standards.  Copy  of 
analyses  is  appended. 

During  the  year,  negotiations  began  for  the  transfer  of  the  R.A.F. 
sewage  disposal  works  at  Ludford  and  North  Somercotes  to  the 
Council. 

Refuse.  Collection. 

By  the  purchase  of  a  modern  type  of  refuse  vehicle,  the 
Council  proposed  to  extend  the  refuse  collecting  area  to  include  an 
additional  24  parishes.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  provided  the 
table  below  and  calls  attention  to  the  growth  of  this  service 
since  1944. 


Year 

No.  of 
Parishes 

Frequency 

Proposed 

addditional 

Parishes 

House 

Collections 

1944 

5 

Irregular  Intervals 

983 

1945 

5 

Fortnightly 

o 

1  176 

1946 

7 

5  5 

10 

2224 

1947 

17 

” 

Nil 

2224 

1948 

17 

24 

3502 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  also  points  out  the  increasing  trouble 
regarding  the  responsibility  for  providing  dust  bins.  This  has 
been  influenced  by  the  publicity  given  where  legal  decision 
favoured  the  propeity  owner  in  cases  brought  by  the  Council 
authorities  regarding  this  matter.  It  would  seem  that  the  time 
is  due  for  an  official  pronouncement  or  clearer  direction  on  this 
matter  instead  of  placing  the  onus  on  the  Authority  to  risk  the 
outcome  of  a  prosecution. 

Disinfection. 


Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  12 

(a)  Ordinary  infectious  disease  ...  ...  4 

(b)  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  8 

Rooms  stripped  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  12 

Articles  disinfected  or  destroyed  ...  ...  19 

(a)  Ordinary  infectious  disease  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Tuberculosis  ..  ...  ...  19 


Nuisances. 

T  otal  number  of  nuisances  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  Abated  as  result  of  informal  action  by 


kSanitary  Inspector  ...  ...  63 

(2)  Reported  to  the  Council  ...  ...  Nil 

Offensive  Trades, 

(a)  Number  of  premises  in  district  ...  ...  5 

/b)  Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  17 

f'c)  Contraventions  of  bye-laws  ...  ...  Nil 

/d)  Contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  Nil 


SECTION  D. 

Housing* 

Total  number  of  new  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : —  82 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  61 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  21 


(I)  inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  1,287 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1,415 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con¬ 
solidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  1,213 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1,304 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ->j(- 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  819 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  36  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936  > 

(T)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  wTere  served  requiring  repairs  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  I 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  ..  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  section  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

*  See  Provisional  Figures  Under  Housing  Survey. 


4.  Housing  Act  1936  (Part  IV),  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ... 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ... 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year 


f  See 
<  later 
!  reference 


3 


(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 


during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  23 
(d)  Number  of  houses  again  overcrowded  after  being 

previously  relieved  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

5.  Movable  Dwellings,  Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

(a)  Number  inspected  during  the  year  ...  ...  28 

(b)  Number  of  nuisances  therefrom  abated  ...  Nil 

(c)  Number  removed  from  district  ...  ...  5 

During  the  year  the  completion  of  61  Council  houses  was 
reported,  59  of  which  were  three-bedroom  brick  and  2  pre¬ 


fabricated  Airey  type.  At  the  end  of  the  year  a  further  28  brick 
and  6  Airey  houses  were  in  process  of  erection.  This  number 
with  the  addition  of  21  built  by  private  enterprise  shows  the 
biggest  step  yet  to  meet  the  housing  needs  in  the  District.  In  a 
rural  community  these  needs  are  dominated  by  the  demands  of 
the  individual  village  rather  than  by  the  general  housing  picture. 
There  is  little  overcrowding,  and  the  demand  seems  to  bear  less 
relation  to  the  number  of  sub-standard  houses  than  the  desire  of 
the  younger  members  of  the  community  to  obtain  modern 
dwellings  with  proper  amenities. 

Rural  Housing  Survey. 

This  survey,  which  appeared  to  be  carried  out  more  thoroughly 
in  this  district  than  most,  was  completed  during  the  year  by  the 
final  inspection  of  1,219  houses.  A  total  of  4,069  houses  in¬ 
cluding  164  temporary  dwellings,  all  under  £16  rateable  value, 
was  surveyed,  representing  77%  of  all  houses  in  the  area.  They 
were  provisionally  classified  as  follows  : — 


Category 

Number 

Per  cent  of  total 
permanent  houses 
surveyed 

1  Fit  in  all  respects 

95 

2.4 

2  With  minor  defects 

744 

19.1 

3  Requiring  structural  alteration  or 
repair 

711 

18.2 

4  Requiring  reconditioning 

1481 

37.9 

5  Requiring  demolition  or 
replacement 

874 

22  4 

Temporary  dwellings 

3905 

164 

4069 

100 

Owing  to  staff  limitations,  it  was  considered  advisable  to 
defer  any  action  on  the  interim  results  of  the  Survey  in  order  to 
hasten  its  completion.  Immediately  the  full  figures  were  available 


the  Council  decided  to  press  for  attention  to  category  III  houses 
to  have  them  brought  up  to  requisite  standards.  The  course  of 
action  was  to  be  guided  by  the  practical  consideration  of  the 
extent  of  the  availability  of  labour  when  lists  were  selected  at 
suitable  intervals  for  attention. 

Nothing  could  be  expected  to  be  done  at  the  time  regarding 
the  sub-standard  dwellings  placed  in  categories  IV  and  V.  It  will 
be  seen  that  these  comprised,  according  to  provisional  grading, 
the  high  percentage  of  58  of  the  total  surveyed.  What  bearing 
low  rental  has  on  this  matter  can  only  be  surmised  but  according 
to  survey  information  1,578  tenant  occupied  houses  paid  a  weekly 
rental  of  5/-  or  less.  This  was  equivalent  to  67 0/0  of  the  total 
houses  where  the  rental  was  known. 

Overcrowding. 

A  negligible  degree  of  overcrowding  was  revealed  by  the 
Survey.  Out  of  a  total  of  40  cottages  listed  as  technically  over¬ 
crowded  there  were  13  farm  cottages  subject  to  yearly  changes  of 
occupation.  The  remainder  showed  27  village  dwellings  over¬ 


crowded  as  follows  : 

Overcrowded  by  a  half  or  one  ...  12 

,,  by  one  and  a  half  ...  6 

,,  by  two  ...  5 

,,  by  two  and  a  half  ...  3 

,,  by  three  ...  1 


SECTION  E, 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Bakehouses. 


Number  in  District :  ...  ...  ...  IT 

Number  of  underground  bakehouses  . . .  Nil 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  22 

Contraventions  of  Factory  Acts  ...  ...  3 

Defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  3 

*Cowsheds. 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  672 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  1,045 

Contraventions  of  Regulations  ...  ...  24 

Contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  ...  24 

Number  of  Milch  Cows  in  District  ...  4,000  (approx.) 

^Dairies  and  Milk  Shops. 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  127 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  391 

Contraventions  of  regulations  ...  ...  Nil 

Any  instances  of  disease  attributed  to  milk 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


*  Information  supplied  by  Milk  and  Dairies  Inspector. 


Milk. 

Results  of  sample  examination  regarding  cleanliness. 


Type  of  Milk 

Satisfactory 

*J  nsatisfactory 

Sampling  Authority 

Tuberculin  Tested 

12 

County  Council 

Accredited 

31 

15 

County  Council 

Ungraded 

6 

22 

R  D.C. 

There  were  7  producers  of  T.T.  and  16  of  Accredited  milk  in 
the  district  during  the  year.  The  ungraded  producers  numbered 
about  530  of  whom  420  are  believed  to  send  all  or  part  of  their 
supply  to  Heat  Treatment  centres.  The  amount  of  heat  treated 
milk  consumed  in  the  area  was  approximately  26%  of  the  total. 

The  Council  decided,  in  the  interests  of  improving  the  general 
standard  of  milk  production,  that  the  part  time  officer  engaged 
in  the  work  could  not  be  expected  to  cope  with  the  extent  of  the 
problem  and  made  arrangements  for  the  work  to  be  carried  out 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  It  was  decided  to  appoint  an 
additional  Sanitary  Inspector  so  that  the  whole  area  could  be 
zoned  into  more  practical  units,  over  which  each  inspector  would 
undertake  both  the  appropriate  general  duties  and  those  pertain¬ 
ing  to  milk  and  dairies  in  his  own  area.  On  the  date  of  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  additional  inspector  the  existing  part  time  officer 
would  cease  duty. 

The  Council  directed  that  their  inspectors  would  bring  the 
register  of  producers  up-to-date  and  concentrate  attention  on  the 
non-designated  milk  production  retailed  raw  and  do  everything 
necessary  by  thorough  supervision  to  raise  the  general  standard 
of  production. 

Ice  Cream. 

On  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  6  manufact¬ 
urer-retailers  and  5  retailers  of  ice  cream  manufactured  outside 
the  District.  Two  of  the  manufacturers  whose  production  was 
provisionally  suspended,  were  allowed  to  resume  late  in  the  season, 
following  inspection  which  satisfied  regarding  the  premises  and 
methods,  and  three  additional  premises  were  registered  for  retail 
only. 

A  total  only  of  37  samples  was  taken  but  as  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  explained  at  the  time,  it  was  a  very  short  ice  cream 
season  and  on  many  occasions  there  was  no  supply  when  the 
Inspector  visited  to  obtain  samples*  This  is  evident  by  the  fact 
that  80  visits  were  made  to  premises  during  the  season,  all  of 
which  were  concerned  with  the  supervision  of  premises  and 
production  as  well  as  sampling.  Below  is  given  the  results  of 


sample 

examination. 

a) 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

16 

7 

(2) 

From  September 

Grades 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Samples 

5 

O 

6 

2 

4 

Previous  to  September  the  satisfactory  sample  required  to 
show  the  absence  of  Coliform  organisms,  while  succeeding  tests 
were  based  on  the  decolorisation  time  for  Methylene  Blue  and 
the  samples  graded  from  1  to  4  in  that  descending  order  of  merit. 
The  latter  system  of  testing  was  in  accordance  with  the  National 
provisional  recommendations.  The  results,  given  separately  as 
they  are  not  truly  comparable,  show  that  70%  of  the  total 
examined  by  the  earlier  standards  were  satisfactory  and  the 
grading  explains  itself. 

Of  course  sample  results  are  meant  to  provide  an  index  of 
the  individual  rather  than  the  general  production,  and  from  this 
angle  we  had  only  one  unsatisfactory  producer.  All  four  of  his 
samples  were  poor  but  his  production  season  was  so  short  that  no 
official  action  was  taken.  He  has  since  become  exemplary.  Only 
one  out  of  six  samples  taken  from  retailers  whose  supplies  were 
obtained  from  outside  sources  was  satisfactory.  In  all  cases  the 
results  of  sample  examination  were  sent  by  me  to  the  manufac¬ 
turer  or  retailer,  and  when  the  supply  was  manufactured  ex  area 
the  unsatisfactory  result  was  notified  to  the  manufacturer  and  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  particular  area.  The  trouble  of 
assessing  responsibility  then  arose  whether  the  fault  was  at  the 
producer  or  retailer  end. 

SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  Over,  Infections  and 

other  Diseases. 


infectious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  notified  during 

1948,  excluding  Service  cases. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Chicken  Pox 

100 

Measles 

156 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

112 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

7 

— ■ 

— 

Erysipelas 

9 

• — 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

2 

2 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

4 

— 

Malaria  B.T. 

16 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

411 

7 

1 

The  only  unusual  thing  about  the  large  number  of  notifications 
of  Chicken  Pox,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  is  that  instead  of 
the  more  usual  sharp  outbreak  of  these  diseases  they  persisted 
throughout  the  twelve  months  and  showed  little  signs  of  abating 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  unusual  inclusions  -  Typhoid  Fever  and  Malaria  -  occurred 
in  Displaced  Persons  Camps.  The  occurrence  of  Typhoid  Fever 
in  one  camp  caused  much  anxiety  at  the  time,  but  by  careful 
investigation  and  control,  the  outbreak  was  limited  to  two  acute 
cases  and  one  case  found  to  be  a  carrier. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Number  of  primary  Immunisations  done  1948, 

(a)  1  to  4  years  inclusive  ...  270 

(b)  5  to  14  years  inclusive  ...  42 

Booster  treatments  ...  137 

The  following  gives  a  brief  summary  of  the  result  of  surveys 
of  individual  schools  in  the  District  on  information  kindly 
supplied  by  the  Head  Teachers. 


Percentage 

Immunised 

100 

100/9.')  95  90  90/85 

85/80 

80/75 

Under  75 

No.  of  Schools 
in  category 

5 

9 

7 

4 

6 

— 

o 

The  average  percentage  of  children  immunised  between  the 
ages  of  5 — 14  years  inclusive  from  the  above  information  was 
shown  to  be  91%. 


Tuberculosis  :  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1948. 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

l 

15 

2 

1 

1 

25 

1 

3 

35 

1 

1 

45 

1 

1 

1 

55 

1 

65  x 

> 

Totals 

4 

2 

3 

3 

2 

3 

— 

1 

Appendix.  I. 

Chemical  Analysis. 

W.  W.  TAYLOR  1,  Regent  Street, 

Nottingham. 
28th  April,  1948. 

Report  of  Analysis  of  Waters. 

Received  22nd  April,  1948,  from  Louth  Rural  District  Council. 
Mark.  Grimoldby  and  Binbrook  Waters. 

This  sample  contains  per  100,000  parts  . — 


Binbrook 

Grimoldby 

Total  Solids  dried  @  180°  C. 

32.00 

42.00 

Suspended  Matter 

absent 

0.020 

Chlorides  as  Chlorine 

1.78 

1.78 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  Nitrate 

0.56 

absent 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  Nitrite 

absent 

0.0011 

Free  Ammonia 

0.0024 

0.0016 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0020 

0.0032 

Temporary  Hardness 

15.00 

16.00 

Permanent  Hardness 

7.00 

0.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  @  30°F. 
from  N/80  KMn04 

0.00 

0.00 

pH  Value 

7.20 

7.70 

Appearance  clear 

&  bright  slightly  turbid 

Odour 

none 

none 

Taste  and  Colour 

normal 

normal 

Heavy  Metals 

absent 

absent 

Free  Chlorine 

absent 

absent 

These  waters  were,  at  the  time  of  sampling,  free  from  organic 
pollution  and  of  suitable  chemical  quality  for  human  consumption, 
domestic  use  and  dairy  purposes  subject  to  the  bacteriological 
examinations  being  found  satisfactory. 


W.  W.  TAYLOR. 


Appendix  2* 


W.  W.  TAYLOR  1,  Regent  Street, 

Nottingham 
22nd  October,  1948. 


Report  of  Analysis  of  Sewage  Effluent. 

Received  12th  October,  1948,  from  Louth  Rural  District  Council 
Mark.  Manby  Sewage  Effluent  and  Binbrook  Sewage  Effluent. 

These  effluents  contain  per  100,000  parts  : — 


Binbrook 

Manby 

Total  Solids  dried  @  100°  C. 

63.00 

30.00 

Suspended  Matter 

0.50 

1.00 

Chlorides  as  chlorine 

5.68 

4.97 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

1.85 

0.52 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

0.0011 

0.0072 

Free  Ammonia 

0.0352 

0.1040 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0544 

0.0640 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  N/80  KMn04 
in  (a)  3  minutes 

0.24 

0.22 

(b)  4  hours  at  80°F 

0.62 

0.92 

pH  Value 

7.50 

7.50 

5  days  Biological  Oxygen  Demand 
at  65°F 

0.84 

1.20 

5  days  Incubation  Test  at  80°F 

Stable 

Stable 

At  the  time  of  sampling  these  sewage  effluents  were  of  very 
satisfactory  chemical  quality  and  quite  suitable  for  free  discharge 
into  inland  waters.  W.  W.  TAYLOR. 


